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the suffused cheeks were two exceptionally bright and
intelligent eyes where laughter stood perpetually. Dick had
two mottoes which were his guiding stars in a life which sat
very easily upon his shoulders. One was cc Try everything
once," and the other was " Nothing matters. It will all be
the same in a hundred years." The former of these spurred
him into experiences which I myself would have required
fabulous monetary inducements to undergo, such as taking
part in a steer riding contest at Port Stanley without ever
having been on the back of a horse or, indeed, any other
four-footed animal in his life. Or such as diving beneath
the hull of the Discovery II at South Georgia in a diving
helmet of very doubtful trustworthiness. The second of his
two mottoes helped him through every situation imaginable
for, no matter what major or minor predicament Dick
found himself in, he laughed a Rabelaisian laugh, stuffed a
broken pipe full of some astonishing compound, and said it
was " all immaterial anyway."
Looking at the iceberg through the range-finder Dick
announced that it had moved a mile towards us in the last
hour. It hardly mattered really, however, since it would not
become of much danger to us for at least another two hours
or more, and before then the ice might open and let us get
out, though to everyone except Dick nothing seemed more
inconceivable. Or we might manage to move on a bit so as
to let it pass across our stern. Anyhow it was nothing to
worry about really.
But the Captain took a different view. For the last hour
we had been pounding the water astern, moving a foot or two
forwards, drawing back a foot or two, and then moving a
foot or two forwards again a little to the right or left, trying
to nose our way gently forward without damaging the hull,
In the last two hours we had gone perhaps half a mile and
BOW we seemed to be stuck faster than we had been yet,
jammed tightly in a narrow crack. A wilderness, death
white under a death white sky, stretched into illimitable